YeS !I would like to bless many at the Frederick Rescue Mission

%wother $ %5300 %5100 %575 %550 %525
INETE
Address
Phone Email

Visa/MasterCard Number Expiration Date

Signature
%o | would only like to receive Holiday newsletters (Thanksgiving, Christmas, and Easter)

A copy of our current bnancial statement is available upon request by contacting Frederick Rescue Mission at PO Box 3389, Frederick, MD 21705 and 301.695.6633. Documents and information submit-
ted to the State of Maryland under the Maryland Charitable Solicitations Act are available from the Offce of Secretary of State, State House, Annapolis, MD 21401 for the cost of copying and postage.

Please detach this form and return with your tax deductible gift in the enclosed envelope. THANK YOU!
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HOpe L|g: Give a little gift of hope, makeddférgnce
LiviNG TRIBUTES

iift given in memory of Beverly Bickford by:
liss Jennifer L. Jordan
‘hristel C. Savage
iorothy M. Federline
Ir. & Mrs. Michael L. McGla

N \

Jomens Travel Softball Thgigy

SPECIAL NEEDS:
* Nonperishable foods

* New or gently used clothing

* New or gently used furniture
\

iift given in memory of Elizabeth A% o‘

renda D. Barnhardt

Ir. and Mrs. Allen B. Bryant

lancy L. Speck

For more info,
contact 301.695.6633 x222 or,
emoore@therescuemission.org

September zuus

~alling on My Knees

When it comes to faith, Washington D.C. native and Beacon House
resident Ronnie Johnson knows that he wouldn’t be anywhere with-
out prayer.

Ronnie was raised by two loving and prayerful parents, but at a
young age struggled with self-esteem. The youngest of seven chil-
dren, he didn't feel like he Bt in with his older brothers and sisters, so
he turned to his friends. Surrounded by drugs, it wasn't long before
he became a user.

“My parents always went to church,” he said. “l remember at age 14 |
got baptized and right after | got home | smoked some marijuana.”
Ronnie left his parents’ house at age 17 to sell drugs, and for ten
years drugs became his god. He was in and out of rehabs, but noth-
ing seemed to work. “1 still had a void in my life,” he said. “I wanted
what the world had to offer.”

One day as he was about to take some drugs, his cousin popped in
a gospel song. Before he knew it, Ronnie was in tears. He left the
drugs right there and went home to his parents, who prayed for him.
“Just there and then a peace came over me,” he said.

PARINERSHIP LEIT I ER

Soon after, Ronnie went to Minnesota and participated in Teen Chal-
lenge, a national organization dedicated to breaking addictions in
people ages 12 and up. Even after this, however, Ronnie still felt a
void in his life. “I had grown head knowledge of God, but | had never

let God in my heart.”

When Ronnie returned to D.C., he began using drugs again. But
praise the Lord his family never stopped praying. Through their fer-
vency, God started knocking on Ronnie’s heart like never before, and
Ronnie started to pray. He soon heard about Beacon House through
his cousin, and has since been on a road to recovery.

“Once | got to the Beacon House | knew the presence of God was
here,” he said. “I have truly surrendered my life over to God.”

Ronnie still struggles, but today he knows he can get through the
problems he faces. “God never said the road would be easy, but
He said to trust Him,” he says of his hardships. “| pray that God will
renew my mind and create a right spirit in me.”

Ronnie does not struggle with low self-esteem like he used to, as he
rests in the words of Psalm 139: “You are fearfully and wonderfully

made [in God'’s image].”

Ronnie and his family talk on the phone and pray together constantly.
“I truly believe in the power of prayer. Prayer helps me with my faith
and trust in God.”

After graduating, Ronnie hopes to attend Frederick Community Col-
lege by next summer, “God willing.”

“ thank God when | was in the world someone took the time out to
pray for me when | didn’t pray for myself,” he said. “It was truly by
prayer through my family | am here today.”

“Hear, O Lord, and answer me, for | am poor and needy. Guard my life, for | am devoted to you.
You are my God; save your servant who trusts in you. Have mercy on me, O Lord, for | call to you all day
long. Bring joy to your servant, for to you, O Lord, | lift up my soul. You are forgiving and good, O Lord,
abounding in love to all who call to you. Hear my prayer, O Lord; listen to my cry for mercy. In the
day of my trouble | will call to you, for you will answer me.” PSALMS 86: 1-7

Arnold W. Farlow - Executive Director

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Terri Brown
Secretary

Philip Minni, CPA
Treasurer

Tracy Vagrin
President

Rev. Richard Dyson

James MacGillivray J an Nicholson Charlie Smith







